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FORTISe BODY ARMOUR VEST
USER GUIDE

This document contains important information.
Before using your Fortis® Body Armour Vest please read this guide and keep it for reference.

Your Fortis® Body Armour comprises the following components

. 1. Armour Insert — Front.

e 2. Armour Insert — Back.

. 3. Outer Cover.

Your body armour should normally be supplied to you with the armour inserts already assembled into
their outer cover ready to wear. Before use, please check that the armour inserts are positioned so that
the labels are facing the body side. If there is any sign of damage or if you are in any doubt you should
contact your issuing authority before use of the body armour.

During the development of the armour in your Vest and during the qualification testing of samples of the
armour by an accredited test house of the Home Office Scientific Development Branch, bullets, knives
and spikes were used that represent as far as possible the attack threats to which you may be exposed.

Caution

Labels on the armour inserts inform you of the level and type of protection afforded by the body armour.
Every care has been made in the development, testing, qualification and issue of the Body Armour, and
while it will provide effective protection it is very important to understand that, there is no such thing as
a ‘bullet proof’ or ‘stab proof’ in the meaning of providing absolute protection from every attack.
Some types of attack can defeat all body armour. The wearing of body armour of any kind does
not guarantee protection from serious or fatal injury.

Fitting and Adjustment
Tabard (over-the-head) style carrier

e 1. Adjust the straps over the shoulders for length and chest fit. The bottom of the armour should be
no higher than the position of the tummy button.

. 2. Pull the side straps round and secure tightly to the body. The armour should fit snug and secure
to the body.

Zip front overt carrier

The majority of the following adjustments are done just once, on first fitting. After that it is simply a
matter of unzipping to take off (and undoing the belt loops); all other adjustment points will be left
alone.

e 1. Ensure that the velcro on the rear (under the popper-fastening flap) is unfastened.
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2. Fasten the cumberbund around the stomach.

3. Position the lumbar support for comfort in the small of the back.

4. Use the black webbing as belt loops to secure the carrier to the trouser belt. This is important as
it will ensure that the weight of the body armour is distributed correctly around the body and
prevent the weight solely being carried on the shoulders/on the back.

4. Fasten the front zip.

5. Pull the side straps round and secure tightly to the body. The armour should fit snug and secure
to the body, then secure the fabric flap at the rear of the carrier with the poppers.

6. Adjust the straps over the shoulders for length and chest fit. The bottom of the armour should be
no higher than the position of the tummy button.

Care and Maintenance

Inspect your body armour regularly and if damage is seen or suspected contact your issuing
authority immediately.

If you do not understand anything to do with your body armour you may contact the manufacturer for
assistance.

If the armour inserts are removed from their outer cover such as for inspection or cleaning, they
must be re-inserted with the labels facing the body side.

The armour inserts may be cleaned by wiping with a cloth dampened with mild soapy water — DO
NOT immerse the armour inserts in water — DO NOT machine-wash them.

The outer cover may be machine-washed at 40°C. See care instructions for further information. It
may also be ironed at a medium temperature setting if required. During storage do not fold or
compress.

Put on, take off and store your body armour with care. If possible store it flat without folding, or
suspend it on a coat hanger.

If your body armour becomes wet such as after duty in wet weather, remove the armour inserts and
allow all components to dry naturally with good ventilation away from strong artificial heat.
Remember to reposition the armour inserts in the outer cover with their labels facing the body side.

The following are signs that your Fortis® body armour needs expert attention

e A strong crease or fold in an armour insert through it having been folded and compressed
during storage and not having been stored flat or suspended on a clothes-hanger.

Fire or flood damage.

Torn covers of armour inserts.

Any other signs of physical damage to the armour inserts.

Labels that have become detached, or faded so as to become illegible.

If any of these signs exist, contact your issuing authority without delay.

Fortis® body armour carries a lifetime guarantee against damage in the line of duty.
Return carriage paid, together with the police crime reference and it will be repaired

free of charge.

The wearing of any body armour cannot be described as ‘comfortable’. Some discomfort must be
expected as a compromise for the protection afforded. For maximum comfort without compromising
protection, do not wear your body armour over tightly. Adjust the straps so as to allow a litle movement
and air to circulate.





